DISCUSSION GUIDE

The Starting Point of Thanksgiving (Luke 7:36-50)

GETTING STARTED

When are you typically most thankful or grateful? Why?
When have you experienced gratitude because you realized you had taken something for granted?

QUICK REACTIONS FROM THE MESSAGE

How would you summarize/paraphrase the message in your own words?
What point/idea resonated most with you? Why?

How or why would the actions of this woman be so shocking to someone like Simon?

Dave highlighted three lessons of thanksgiving from this passage...

1. Thanksgiving begins in our Need for God’s grace

2. Thanksgiving depends on your Perspective

3. Thanksgiving emerges when you Receive Christ’s love and forgiveness

In what way do the responses of the “sinful woman” and Simon “The Pharisee” reveal how they view God?

What does the woman need verses Simon?

What is revealed by Jesus’ story of the debts forgiven? Who is represented in the story? What can this tell
us about ourselves?

What is revealed in Jesus telling Simon about all the ways the woman responded to him that he could not
see? (vv. 44-46)

How ought receiving God’s love and forgiveness change our perspective and our attitude? In what way
could we “live” in this mindset in our day to day lives?

EXPLORE THE PASSAGE (Luke 7:36-50)

(Yes, these questions can seem silly, however, good discussion and interpretation of the Bible begins with having a proper
understanding of the basic facts; who, what, when, and where in the text.) Work through this quickly, the answers are fairly
obvious.

Who invited Jesus to dinner? (7:36)

What did one woman do when she heard where Jesus was to dine? (7:37-38)
What did the Pharisee say about what the woman did? (7:39)

How did Jesus respond to Simon the Pharisee’s harsh thoughts? (7:40-43)
What did Jesus know about the woman’s motivation? (7:41-42)

What did Jesus think of Simon’s hospitality? (7:44-46)

What contrasting treatment did Jesus mention? (7:44-46)

What was the result of the woman’s kindness? (7:47-48)

How did the other guests react to Jesus’ forgiveness of the woman? (7:49)
What did Jesus say to the disapproving guests? (7:50)

Why, according to Jesus, was the woman saved? (7:50)

What was Jesus’ double blessing on the woman? (7:50)



QUESTIONS THAT HELP US UNDERSTAND THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE TEXT

What character in the story do you most identify? Or in which way can you identify with both to some
degree?

Which of the woman'’s actions do you find most compelling?

When have you ever felt like Simon or the other guests when confronted with a person of questionable
morals?

What did Jesus receive from people who had sinned?

What were the limits of Jesus’ compassion in this story?

What are the limits of Jesus’ compassion toward us?

Why was it necessary for the guests to ask about Jesus’ identity?

If you were the woman described in this story, how would the words and touch of Jesus make you feel?

APPLY THE PASSAGE

What do we learn about God and about ourselves in this passage?
What do you need to stop, start or do differently as a result of reading this passage?
How can we pray for each other?



