DISCUSSION GUIDE

Joy in the Darkness

GETTING STARTED

What are negative associations you have with the dark? What are positive associations you have with light?
In what ways can the darkness of life obscure the Light of Christ?

QUICK REACTIONS FROM THE MESSAGE

How would you summarize/paraphrase the message in your own words?
What point/idea resonated most with you? Why?

Dave highlighted three lessons of joy from Isaiah 9...
Our hope in Christ sustains our Joy (vv 1-2)

Joy is the result of God’s revelation to us (vv 3-5)
Joy is available because a child is born to us (vv. 6-7)

e Which point was a good reminder, and which point is most challenging to your view of Joy?

e Describe a time where God revealed himself to you in a dark place? Or someone else?

¢ In what way is it comforting to remind ourselves that Christ came to us in a world that was unjust, in a place
that was unstable, born into poverty, where Kings and Rulers did not rule fairly, in a place like a stable?

e How is Isaiah’s prophecy connected and support the Christmas story?

e What is the significance that “the Light” comes from outside of us, rather than from within us?

e What was the result in v. 3-4 of God revealing Himself to us?

e What does God break, lift, burn and relieve his people from?

e What does it mean that a child is born to us?

e Which name brings you most joy in v. 6? Why?

e Who makes this all happen? Why is this significant?

EXPLORE THE PASSAGE [lIsaiah 9:1-7]

(Yes, these questions can seem silly, however, good discussion and interpretation of the Bible begin with having a proper
understanding of the basic facts; who, what, when, and where in the text.) Work through this quickly, the answers are
fairly obvious.

Although he had been preaching God’s judgment (particularly on the kingdom of Israel), what total reversal did
Isaiah foresee in the future? (9:1)

What contrasting images did Isaiah use to set the scene of his prophecy? (9:2)

To what situations did Isaiah compare the joy that will be Israel’s? (9:3)

What did Isaiah predict God would do for Israel, causing her to rejoice? (9:4-5)

How does Isaiah describe the Ruler who will be provided by God for His people? (9:6-7)



QUESTIONS THAT HELP US UNDERSTAND THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE TEXT

What attributes of God are apparent in this passage?

How is God’s promise of the coming child an answer to His anger over our sin?

How would you explain the Light that came into your darkness?

How much of the injustice Isaiah condemned in his time do you see in our own time?

APPLY THE PASSAGE

What do we learn about God and about ourselves in this passage?
What do you need to stop, start or do differently as a result of reading this passage?
How can we pray for each other?



