
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

GETTING STARTED 
When you think of someone that is great or important, what immediately comes to mind?  Why? 
  
QUICK REACTIONS FROM THE MESSAGE 

How would you summarize/paraphrase the message in your own words? 
What point/idea resonated most with you?  Why?  
 
As Jesus washed the feet of the disciples, he demonstrates for us 3 important lessons for all who follow Him… 

 You can believe and remain unchanged 
 Courage follows confidence 
 Importance and greatness are defined by the example Christ gives us 

 
1. What does it mean for us, as disciples of Jesus, when we hear John describe that Jesus had loved and  loves 

His disciples to the very end? 
2. What implications can we draw from the fact that Judas (one of the disciples), is sitting, listening, and 

fellowshipping in the upper room, yet has already “made up his mind” to betray Jesus? 
3. In what way does Judas “believe” in Jesus, yet is unchanged?  What implications does that have for us?  

Read James 2:19 
4. In verses 3-7-- Where does the confidence of Jesus rest to stand up and begin washing the disciple’s feet? 
5. Where does the courage to act on our faith, even when it doesn’t make sense come from? 
6. What is one area you may need to act courageously in following Jesus today? 
7. What do you make of Peter’s reaction to Jesus saying to him, “Unless I wash you, you won’t belong to me. 
8. How do you answer the question of Jesus to the disciples, “Do you understand what I was doing?” 
9. In what way is Jesus defining, or redefining importance, greatness, success, and failure? 
10. In what ways should we be using our “authority/importance” as followers of Jesus in our work, 

neighborhood, family, churches? 
 
EXPLORE THE PASSAGE [John 13:1-17]  
(Yes, these questions can seem silly, however, good discussion and interpretation of the Bible begins with having a proper understanding 
of the basic facts; who, what, when, and where in the text.)  Work through this quickly, the answers are fairly obvious. 
 
When and why do you find it difficult to allow others to serve you?  
When and why is it difficult for you to serve others?  
How has Jesus cleansed us?  
In what way does Jesus wash our feet today?  
In what way are we to wash the feet of others?  
What example did Jesus set for us to follow?  
In what areas do you struggle with being humble?  
What makes being humble so difficult?  
When and why do you feel in competition with other believers? 
 

Lessons for the disciple of Jesus  
(John 13:1-17) 

DISCUSSION GUIDE 



 

 

QUESTIONS THAT HELP US UNDERSTAND THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE TEXT 
How does Jesus reveal His glory to us today?  
In what ways has Jesus transformed you into a new person?  
How has Jesus given you a new life?  
What things has Jesus done that have caused you to believe in Him? 
 
APPLY THE PASSAGE 
What do we learn about God and about ourselves in this passage?   
What do you need to stop, start or do differently as a result of reading this passage? 
How can we pray for each other? 
 
 
 
 


