
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

GETTING STARTED 
Is there a difference between our calling as a follower of Jesus and things like our work, career, education, 
parenting, marriage, etc.…?  If so, what is the distinction? 
What are the characteristics of a “humble” person? 
 
QUICK REACTIONS FROM THE MESSAGE 
How would you summarize/paraphrase the message in your own words? 
What point/idea resonated most with you?  Why? 
 
From John’s account of John the Baptist, Dave described four characteristics of our calling from God.   

1. Our calling defines who we are and who we are not. 
2. Our Calling clarifies what we should be doing,  
3. Our Calling comes with a cost 
4. Our Calling produces humility 
5. Our Calling points others to Jesus 

 
If you were to ask the apostle John, what gave John the Baptist meaning, purpose and significance—what would 
he say? 
If someone asked you what gives your life meaning, purpose and significance, what would you say? 
How are our jobs, both similar and different from what God has called us to? 
If you were to describe the purpose of your life in one simple sentence (like John the Baptist), what would it be? 
What defined John the Baptist’s calling?  How did it define what he did?  How did his calling cost him?  In what 
way did it produce humility in him?  In what way did he point others to Jesus? 
How could you apply these same questions to what God calls you to in following Jesus?  What one thing would 
it mean for you to stop, start or do differently this year? 
 
EXPLORE THE PASSAGE [John 1:19-34]  
(Yes, these questions can seem silly, however, good discussion and interpretation of the Bible begins with having a proper understanding 
of the basic facts; who, what, when, and where in the text.)  Work through this quickly, the answers are fairly obvious. 
 
What did the Jewish religious leaders want to know? (1:19)  
Who did the Jews think John was? (1:20-21)  
What did John say about who he was? (1:20-22)  
In what way was John a "voice of one calling in the desert"? (1:23)  
What does the phrase "make straight the way for the Lord" mean? (1:23)  
How did John "make straight the way for the Lord"? (1:23)  
Why did the Pharisees care that John was baptizing people? (1:24)  
What did John say he was not worthy to do? (1:27)  
Who did John say was coming after him? (12:27)  
Where did these events take place? (1:28) 
Why did John call Jesus the Lamb of God? (1:29)  
What are the sins of the world? (1:29)  
What does Jesus do with the sins of the world? (1:29)  
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What did John mean that Jesus surpassed him because He was before him? (1:30)  
How was Jesus before John? (1:30)  
Why did John say he didn’t know who Jesus was? (1:31)  
What reason did John give for baptizing Jesus? (1:31)  
Why did John come to baptize people? (1:31)  
What creature represented the Spirit of God? (1:32)  
Why did the Spirit come down upon Jesus? (1:33)  
With what did John baptize? (1:31, 33)  
With what will Jesus baptize? (1:33)  
What title did John ascribe to the person he baptized? (1:34) 
 
QUESTIONS THAT HELP US UNDERSTAND THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE TEXT 
 
In what ways can you honor Christ with your accomplishments?  
How can we point others to Christ?  
In what situations is it difficult for you to be humble?  
If you had been John how would you have felt about your role?  
In what ways is your life like John’s?  
What special or unique means has God given you to share His Word?  
What sin of yours has Jesus taken away?  
How do we receive the forgiveness that Christ bought for us?  
In what way do you share Jesus’ identity as a child of God?  
What role does the Holy Spirit play in your life?  
How does Jesus baptize us? 
 
APPLY THE PASSAGE 
What do we learn about God and about ourselves in this passage?   
What do you need to stop, start or do differently as a result of reading this passage? 
How can we pray for each other? 
 


