DISCUSSION GUIDE

Jesus defines love for the disciple
(John 13:31-35)

GETTING STARTED

How does the “world” define love? Where can those definitions be good and how can they go wrong?

QUICK REACTIONS FROM THE MESSAGE

How would you summarize/paraphrase the message in your own words?
What point/idea resonated most with you? Why?

From John 13:31-35, Dave identified four ways Jesus defines love for the disciple of Christ?

1.

Love is costly (vv. 31-32)

2. Love is paternal (v. 33) (also see 1 John 2:1, 12, 28; 3:7, 18 and 4:4; 5:21)
3.
4. Love reveals the authenticity of a disciple (v 35)

Love is a command (v 34)

In what way was the love of Christ for us costly?

How did Christ glorify the Father in giving his life on the cross for our sins?

What does it mean that love is paternal, not paternalistic? How does a good parent love their children? (e.g.
tough love, discipline, tenderness, care, self-giving etc.)

Why does Jesus command us to love one another?

Who does Jesus command to love one another?

How does Jesus define love?

Why does Jesus get to define love for us, his disciples? What do | need to adjust in my definitions?

In what way is love for our brothers and sisters in Christ become “proof”, or make known to the world around
us that we are His disciples?

How is it instructive to us knowing that Jesus chooses two political opponents to become His disciples?
What do you need to do, change, acknowledge, repent of to obey Jesus’ command to love one another?

EXPLORE THE PASSAGE DEEPER [John 13:31-35]

(Yes, these questions can seem silly, however, good discussion and interpretation of the Bible begins with having a proper understanding
of the basic facts; who, what, when, and where in the text.) Work through this quickly, the answers are fairly obvious.

What did Jesus say when Judas had gone? (13:31)

What did God do through Jesus? (13:32)

How much longer did Jesus say He would be with His disciples? (13:33)
Why was Jesus saying farewell? (13:33)

What was Jesus giving to His disciples? (13:34)

What did Jesus command His disciples to do? (13:34)

How did Jesus say people would know His disciples? (13:35)



QUESTIONS THAT HELP US UNDERSTAND THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE TEXT

How is God glorified by our actions?

What does it mean for you to love people as Jesus has loved them?

What kind of love was Jesus talking about?

How is love a sign that someone is a disciple of Christ?

How can we deny Christ by “un-loving” actions, a refusal to obey Christ to love one another?

APPLY THE PASSAGE

What do we learn about God and about ourselves in this passage?
What do you need to stop, start or do differently as a result of reading this passage?
How can we pray for each other?



