DISCUSSION GUIDE

The Betrayal of Judas (John 13:18-38)

GETTING STARTED

Why is trust so important in a good relationship, friendship or marriage?
What person in history is considered a “traitor”? Why or what did they do to garner that reputation?

QUICK REACTIONS FROM THE MESSAGE

How would you summarize/paraphrase the message in your own words?
What point/idea resonated most with you? Why?

How did you answer the following questions about the betrayal of Judas...
What did Judas know?

What did Jesus know?

What did the disciples know?

In what way, can we presume to “know” God’s plans and purposes? How can this sidetrack us in following
Jesus?

In what way have you experienced a moment when you looked back at your life and said, I'm glad I didn’t
know what God knew? Or what you went through didn’t make sense then, but now, looking back it was
for my good?

What could have been the reactions of the disciples if they knew Judas was the betrayer while they ate
together in the upper room?

In what way was Judas’ mind already made up and how had Satan darkened his heart, mind and will?

Why do you think Judas betrayed Jesus, from what we know about him?

Why do you think it was difficult for the disciples to fully understand that one of them could betray Jesus?

What is the difference between Judas’ betrayal and Peter’s denial?

EXPLORE THE PASSAGE DEEPER [John 13:18-38]

(Yes, these questions can seem silly, however, good discussion and interpretation of the Bible begins with having a
proper understanding of the basic facts; who, what, when, and where in the text.) Work through this quickly, the
answers are fairly obvious.

What did Jesus say about the person who shared His bread? (13:18)

Why did Jesus tell His disciples He would be betrayed? (13:19)

What did Jesus say about His disciples? (13:20)

Why was Jesus troubled? (13:21)

How did Jesus’ disciples respond when He said one of them would betray Him? (13:22)
What did Peter do? (13:23-24)

How did Jesus answer the beloved disciple’s question? (13:26)

What happened to Judas when he took the bread? (13:27)

What did Jesus say to Judas? (13:27)

What did the other disciples think Jesus was telling Judas to do? (13:28-29)
What did Judas do? (13:30)

What did Jesus say when Judas had gone? (13:31)

What did God do through Jesus? (13:32)



How much longer did Jesus say He would be with His disciples? (13:33)
Why was Jesus saying farewell? (13:33)

What was Jesus giving to His disciples? (13:34)

What did Jesus command His disciples to do? (13:34)

How did Jesus say people would know His disciples? (13:35)

What question did Peter ask Jesus? (13:36)

What did Jesus tell Peter? (13:36)

What did Peter pledge to do? (13:37)

What blunt statement did Jesus make about Peter? (13:38)

QUESTIONS THAT HELP US UNDERSTAND THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE TEXT

Why is it hard to maintain an intimate and growing relationship with another person?

How would it feel to be betrayed by a close friend?

Who do you know who has been hurt by betrayal?

What can you do to build trust in our relationships?

How is God glorified by trusting him, even sometimes when things don’t always make sense?
What does it mean for you to love people as Jesus has loved them?

What kind of love was Jesus talking about?

How is love a sign that someone is a disciple of Christ?

When and why are we tempted to deny Jesus?

How does our denying Christ affect our relationship with Him as well as our relationships with other
Christians?

APPLY THE PASSAGE

What do we learn about God and about ourselves in this passage?
What do you need to stop, start or do differently as a result of reading this passage?
How can we pray for each other?



