
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

GETTING STARTED 

What causes people to hate each other? 
Have you ever experienced hate from others because you are a follower of Jesus?  Explain.  
 

QUICK REACTIONS FROM THE MESSAGE 

How would you summarize/paraphrase the message in your own words? 
What point/idea resonated most with you?  Why?  
 
How are the words of Jesus to “remain” in Him, and to “remain in His love” (Jn. 15:9-10) important for us as 

disciples in order to understand that the world will hate us? 
 
This passage identifies three ways Jesus redefines our relationship to the world 
  We ought to have a healthy skepticism of the world (vv 18-21) 
  We aren’t offended that people far from God don’t like us (vv 22-25 
  Being rejected (by the world) is never a reason to reject our faith (vv 26-16:4) 
 
1.  What is the “world” that Jesus says will hate us? 
2.  How can we have a “healthy skepticism” of the world, without being overly paranoid, or hate others? 
3.  How should we understand verses like John 3:16, that says God so loved the world, John 6:51, that says The 

Son was sent not to judge the world, but to save the world, or Matt. 5:14 where Jesus says, You are the light 
of the world with the truth that the world will hate us? 

4.  Why is it important to understand that Jesus says the world will hate us because they hate Jesus?  How is this 
true? 

5.  How do you struggle with being offended by others that don’t like you? 
6.  In what way (see vv. 22-25) is Jesus trying to help us understand that we should not take others hate too 

personally? 
7.  What does “persecution” for one’s faith look like today in our society?  How does it look in other parts of the 

world? 
8.  What is the role of the Holy Spirit in our life (vv 26)? 
9.  What does it mean that the Spirit is our Advocate? (i.e. comforter, helper, intercessor on our behalf). 
10.  What does it mean to you that Jesus warns us ahead of time of these things “so that you won’t abandon 

your faith”? (16:1) 
 

EXPLORE THE PASSAGE DEEPER [John 15:18-16:4] 

(Yes, these questions can seem silly, however, good discussion and interpretation of the Bible begins with having a proper understanding 
of the basic facts; who, what, when, and where in the text.)  Work through this quickly, the answers are fairly obvious. 

 
What did Jesus want His disciples to keep in mind? (15:18)  
Whom does the world love? (15:19)  
Why does the world hate Jesus’ disciples? (15:19)  
What did Jesus want His disciples to remember? (15:20)  

Buckle  Up  (John  15:18-16:4)  

DIS C USSION  GUIDE  



 

 

What difference does it make that the world does not know God? (15:21)  
Why do the people of the world have no excuse for their sin? (15:22)  
What is the significance of hating Jesus? (15:23)  
What has made the world fully accountable for its sin? (15:24)  
What did the world’s hatred fulfill? (15:25)  
What would the Counselor do when He came? (15:26)  
Why did Jesus say that His disciples must testify about Him? (15:27)  
For what reason did Jesus tell the disciples these things? (16:1,4)  
What was going to happen to the disciples for following Christ? (16:2-3) 
 

QUESTIONS THAT HELP US UNDERSTAND THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE TEXT 

What is "the world"?  
If you were one of Jesus’ twelve disciples, how would you have responded to His warning about the world’s 
hatred?  
How does the world today hate the followers of Jesus?  
When have you experienced the hatred of the world?  
How does the world today display its hatred for Jesus and God? What is the “source” of this hatred? 
How has God chosen you out of the world?  
How and when do you still feel a part of the world?  
Who is "the Counselor"?  
How does the Holy Spirit testify about Jesus to the world?  
How are you a testimony for Jesus? 
 

APPLY THE PASSAGE 

What do we learn about God and about ourselves in this passage?   
What do you need to stop, start or do differently as a result of reading this passage? 
How can we pray for each other? 
 
 
 


