DISCUSSION GUIDE

Jesus Prays for Unity (John 17:1-26)

GETTING STARTED

In what way is the world divisive today? How does that roll downhill into the church?
What does being unified mean to you? (family, work, with God, church) How are they the same, how are they
different? What are we to be united around?

QUICK REACTIONS FROM THE MESSAGE

How would you summarize/paraphrase the message in your own words?
What point/idea resonated most with you? Why?

What has helped you understand the “mystery” of the Trinity?
How do you see the Trinity at work in Jesus’ prayer for Himself to the Father? Include all the references to the
Holy Spirit previously in John (ch. 14-16). What helps you best to describe the three-in-oneness of God?

Why is the Trinity essential to us a followers of Jesus? What are the practical implications of the Trinity?
What does Jesus make crystal clear in the middle of what can seem mysterious to us? (read v. 3)
Dave discussed the three prayers of Jesus...

1. That you would know that you are secure in Him (vv 6-12)

2. That you would be differentiated from the world (vv 13-19)

3. That you would be united (vv 20-26)

. In what way would embracing our security in Christ cause us to live for Christ in our world today?
. How does fear and insecurity undermine our witness in the world?
. Examine the words of security and protection again in these verses (6-12)...
. What does God want us to fully embrace? What does it mean that Jesus prays this prayer?
. As you read through verses 13-19...
What does Jesus call us out from in the world?
What does it mean for us to be differentiated from the world? (to be set apart, distinct without hating the
world, running from the world, or isolating ourselves from people?)
What would it look like for you to be united/identified with Jesus as you live “in the world”?
In what ways can we blend in too much to the world?
6. How does being a citizen of heaven inform what it looks like to be called out from the world while being sent
into the world? (Read Phil. 3:20; 1 Peter 2:9, Ephesians 2:19)
7. Inverses 20-26, Jesus prays for you...that you will be united as the Father and the Son are united?
What is the purpose of being united?
In what way does unity not mean “just getting along?”
What essential beliefs unite us a followers of Jesus?
What issues often divide us that do not have to do with love, or doctrine? How does the Trinity inform us?
In what way are we all responsible for being united as Jesus and the Father are one?
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APPLY THE PASSAGE

What do we learn about God and about ourselves in this passage?
What do you need to stop, start or do differently as a result of reading this passage?
How can we pray for each other?



