DISCUSSION GUIDE

Feeding the 5,000

GETTING STARTED

Think about a time you showed up somewhere completely unprepared no snacks, no plan, no backup and it
somehow worked out. What happened, and how did it feel?

QUICK REACTIONS FROM THE MESSAGE

1.

In John 6:1-14, thousands of people follow Jesus to a remote hillside with no food, no plan, and no
guarantee of how their needs will be met. What stands out to you most about that kind of crowd? What
does their decision to follow say about what they believed about Jesus?

Pastor Brian described two things that quietly destroy our faith: survivalist thinking and the avoidance
of tension. Which one of those phrases hits closer to home for you, and why?

The sermon describes the crowd as coming to Jesus with "no backup plan." In your own life, what does
it usually look like when you do have a backup plan? How does having one change the way you relate to
God?

EXPLORE THE PASSAGE DEEPER

1.

In John 6:5-6, Jesus asks Philip, "Where can we buy bread to feed all these people?" but the text tells us
He already knew what He was going to do. Why do you think Jesus asked the question if He already had
the answer? What does that tell us about how He works with people?

Andrew finds a young boy with five barley loaves and two fish, then immediately says, "But what good
is that with this huge crowd?" (John 6:9). Why do you think Andrew even brought it up if he didn't think
it would be enough? What do you think was going through the boy's mind when he handed his lunch
over?

After everyone ate, Jesus told the disciples, "Now gather the leftovers, so that nothing is wasted" (John
6:12), and they filled twelve baskets one for each disciple. Why do you think Jesus made sure there
were leftovers? What do you think He wanted the disciples to take away from that detail?

The sermon points out that John 6:14 records the crowd declaring, "Surely, he is the Prophet we have
been expecting!" but then Jesus slips away because they want to make Him king by force. Why do you
think Jesus withdrew? What does that tell us about the difference between wanting what Jesus does
and wanting who Jesus is?

APPLY THE PASSAGE

1.

Pastor Brian described a spectrum of responses to impossible situations from Philip's math ("Even if we
worked for months, we wouldn't have enough money" John 6:7) to the young boy who simply handed
over what little he had. Where do you tend to land on that spectrum? Are you more of a Philip or more
of the boy, and why?

The sermon says, "Survivalist thinking is destroying our faith." It describes a mindset where we build
enough skill, income, and security that relying on Christ stops making sense. Be honest in what areas of
your life have you stopped needing to trust Jesus because you've gotten good enough at providing for
yourself?



Pastor Brian said the crowd stayed even as the day wore on, even as the kids got tired and the hunger
set in. He asked, "When hard things arise in your families, friends, and yes, even your church what is
your tendency? Do you just make it as comfortable as possible? Do you distance yourself quickly
instead of staying and praying over an impossible situation?" How would you answer that question
honestly?

The sermon makes this bold claim: "The closer you get to Jesus, the more you realize how big He is and
how small your problems are." Do you find that to be true in your own experience? What has drawing
closer to Jesus actually looked like in a season where something felt impossible?

Jesus looks at the crowd with compassion — He doesn’t rebuke their hunger or send them away. He
says, “They need not go away” (Matt. 14:16). Is there an area of your life right now where you’ve
assumed Jesus wants you to just figure it out on your own? What would it look like to bring that need to
Him instead?



