DISCUSSION GUIDE

John 11:1-44

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. In the text, Mary and Martha both told Jesus (individually) that had he been there, their brother would not
have died. Is there something specific going on in your life that causes you to feel like Jesus is intentionally
taking his time in showing up?

2. Would you be able to still humbly bow at Jesus' feet as Mary did, after your brother had died (or after your
need had completely gone unmet)?

3. Why was it good for all his disciples for Jesus to wait for 4 days before showing up to assist?

4. When Jesus's initial response is to delay in coming, does it mean he is not answering or that he's not
interested? Explain.

5. When Jesus said to roll back the stone, it was in preparation for what he knew was about to happen. What
step of faith can you take right today to help the miracle to manifest that you thought was impossible or that
you have given up on?

6. Do you have something in your recent or distant past that was a Lazarus situation that God brought you
through at the last minute?

7. Jesus showed deep and sincere concern for Lazarus and Mary and Martha, even to the point of tears. Do you
ever think about the fact that he loves you just as much?

8. Has there been a time or two when your suffering (particularly how you handled it) made a notable
difference in the faith level of those watching from the outside?

9. Notice that Jesus knew all the time that he was going to raise Lazarus up because he was only asleep and
Jesus exhibits total control over death. When he called Lazarus to come forth, Lazarus had to respond
immediately! Does this encourage you to speak to your situation instead of just grumbling about it?

10. Jesus was willing to risk physical harm by returning to Bethany to raise Jesus's beloved friend Lazarus
because Bethany was just two miles from Jerusalem, where some people were looking to harm him. That
demonstrates how close they were. He suffered, bled and died for us in Minnesota. What are you willing to do
out of the ordinary for him?

APPLY THE PASSAGE

What do we learn about God and about ourselves in this passage?
What do you need to stop, start or do differently as a result of reading this passage?
How can we pray for each other?



