DISCUSSION GUIDE

Woman at the Well | John 4:1-38
The Savior Who Knows, Accepts, and Sends

EXPLORE THE PASSAGE DEEPER

1.

In the sermon, Pastor Brian describes six truths from this passage. They are:

e Jesus knows us completely

e To share hard truth, we must first love people well

e Jesus accepts us regardless of our past but never leaves us there

e Jesus does what is right regardless of social barriers

e Living water is for everyone — even those we disagree with

¢ Those who experience Jesus must tell others
Which of these six truths do you think is the most challenging for people to believe today, and why?
When Jesus tells the woman, "You have had five husbands, and the man you now have is not your
husband" (John 4:17-18), He exposes the full truth of her life. Yet He doesn't shame her or walk away.
What does that tell us about how Jesus handles the hard things in our lives?
Pastor Brian shares a story about a man named Carl who asked a pastor, "Do | have to stop doing all
these things before | accept Jesus?" The pastor's answer was simply, "No." How does Mark 2:17 help
explain that answer? Mark 2:17 says, "Healthy people don't need a doctor sick people do. | have come
to call not those who think they are righteous, but those who know they are sinners."
Jesus tells the woman that true worship isn't about a mountain or a temple it's about worshiping "in
spirit and in truth" (John 4:23-24). What do you think the difference is between worshiping out of
religion versus worshiping out of relationship?
The woman who came to the well quietly and alone likely to avoid people ends up being the first person
to bring her entire town to Jesus. What does that tell us about how God uses people the world might
overlook?

APPLY THE PASSAGE

1.

Psalm 139:1-4 says, "You have searched me, Lord, and you know me. You know when | sit and when |
rise; you perceive my thoughts from afar... Before a word is on my tongue you, Lord, know it
completely." How does it make you feel to know that God knows everything about you and still pursues
you?

Pastor Brian asks a pointed question: "Do people know me more for my opinions or for my love?" How
would the people closest to you answer that question about you?

Think about someone in your life who is going through a hard time or making decisions you're
concerned about. What would it look like to come alongside them with both truth and love the way
Jesus did with the woman at the well?

The sermon points out that Jesus crossed racial, cultural, and social barriers to reach one woman. Who
might be your "Samaritan" someone you've written off, avoided, or decided isn't worth the effort?
What's one barrier you could choose to cross this week?

The woman's testimony was simple: "Come and see a man who told me everything | ever did" (John
4:29). She didn't have all the answers. She just shared her story. What is your story? Who in your life
needs to hear what Jesus has done for you?



ACTION STEPS

Choose at least one of the following to put into practice this week:

1.

Reflect on being fully known. Take 10 minutes this week to sit quietly and read Psalm 139:1-6. Let it
sink in that God knows everything about you and still loves you. Write down one thing you've been
hiding from God — and surrender it to Him.

Choose someone to love better. Think of one person in your life who needs truth spoken to them.
Before you say anything, ask yourself: Have | invested enough in this relationship that they know my
words come from genuine care? Take a step this week to show that person you love them before you
say a word about what concerns you.

Cross a barrier. Identify one person or group of people you've been avoiding or dismissing. Pray for
them this week and ask God to give you an opportunity to engage with them in a meaningful way.
Share your story. Write down your testimony in three sentences or less: who you were before Jesus,
how you encountered Him, an how He has changed you. Then pray about who God wants you to share
it with this week.



