DISCUSSION GUIDE

John 7:1-24

GETTING STARTED

After reading the passage in John 7:1-24, what are your initial observations?
The passage starts with the two words “After this...”. Read John 6:60-69 for a little context on what the
‘this’ is referring to.

QUICK REACTIONS FROM THE MESSAGE

How would you summarize/paraphrase the message in your own words?
What point/idea resonated most with you? Why?

EXPLORE THE PASSAGE DEEPER (feel free to pick and choose which ones you cover in
your discussion)

Questions for v 1-9

What did Jesus’ brothers misunderstand about Jesus, that they encouraged Him to go to the Feast?
Why did the world hate Jesus? Do they still hate Him today? Share some of the reasoning for your
answer.

Have you ever noticed that the world hated Jesus, but we never read of Jesus hating the world? Is
there anything for us to learn or practice as a result of this realization?

What did Jesus mean by ‘the time has not yet come’ as His reason for saying He was not going up to
the feast or festival?

Questions for v 10-24

People had various opinions on who Jesus was in v 10-13. What are the ones mentioned in this
passage? What are some other things you hear in today’s world about who Jesus is? Are they typically
accurate or not?

In v 21, Jesus refers to having done one miracle on the Sabbath. Read John 5:1-18 for context on what
happened.

Are there any religious rules or traditions that we may hold to today, that may keep us from doing
God’s work? Are there practices (not truths — those never change) that might need a looser grip or
perhaps some self-reflection from time to time?

APPLY THE PASSAGE

What do we learn about God and about ourselves in the above passages?

How can we grow at being people who know God’s word, and yet grow at not making judgements
based on appearances and instead make right judgements (v 24)?

How can we pray for each other?



