Discussion Guide
Clearing Things Out, Brings Clarity IN

GETTING STARTED

Why is it hard to keep the “main thing the main thing” in our lives? (family, career, work, church
and spiritual life)?

How can clutter (spiritual and physical) prevent us from seeing things clearly?

QUICK REACTIONS FROM THE MESSAGE
How would you summarize/paraphrase the message in your own words?
What point/idea resonated most with you? Why?

In what way does the reaction of Jesus come out of not just seeing what’s wrong, but what is
Good and Right?

(e.g. the Passover Celebration, the purpose of the court of Gentiles)

In what way, do | need to be more passionate in my life over the things God is calling me to,
instead of just being upset what is wrong?

What do | need to “chase” out of your life that distracts me from what God is calling me to?
(relationships, spiritual life, sin, attitudes, purpose?)

Considering what Jesus was passionate about in this passage: What would He say the “church”
ought to clear out in order to keep the main thing the main thing in the Kingdom of God? In my
own life?

In what way is clutter the enemy of gaining clarity from God?

EXPLORE THE PASSAGE DEEPER [John 2:13-22]

(Yes, these questions can seem silly, however, good discussion and interpretation of the Bible begins with having a
proper understanding of the basic facts; who, what, when, and where in the text.) Work through this quickly, the
answers are fairly obvious.

Why was Jesus going to Jerusalem? (2:13)

What did Jesus find in the temple courts? (2:14)

What did Jesus do in the temple courts? (2:15)

How did Jesus respond to those who were selling doves? (2:16)
*What did Jesus’ disciples remember? (2:17)

What did the Jews demand from Jesus? (2:18)

How did Jesus respond to the demand from the Jews? (2:19)



What temple did the Jews think Jesus was talking about? (2:20)
What temple was Jesus talking about? (2:21)
When did the disciples remember what Jesus had said? (2:22)

QUESTIONS THAT HELP US UNDERSTAND THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE TEXT
How has Jesus cleansed our lives, overturned our “spiritual” tables?

What does Jesus still need to clear out of our lives?

What do we demand from Jesus?

How do we attempt to use the church to our own advantage?

In what ways do people accuse the church or believers of being corrupt or hypocritical?
What sign has Jesus given us to believe in?

Why is it sometimes hard to recognize how God is working in our lives?

How has the Christian life turned out to be different from what you expected?

In what way is Jesus an example for us to follow?

APPLY THE PASSAGE
What do we learn about God and about ourselves in this passage?
What do you need to stop, start or do differently as a result of reading this passage?

How can we pray for each other?



